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OP SHE CCMflSSIOEEE OF THE TMITED STATE 
TO THE BAMIC PROVIECES Op RUSSIA. 

RIGA, April 14, 1920. 



The Hoiiorsihle, 

The Secretary of State. 

Sir; 

I have the hopor to forward herewith a report on the 
history and development of the Red Army. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Yonr obedient servant, 

John A. Gade. 

Comraissioner of the United States. 
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REPRODUCED FROM HOLDlfCS OF THE NATIONAL WCHIVES 



(Translation froni i-iiissian) , 

(1) History of the Red Army, 


From Agent X,) 


The luain foundation of the power of the foviet GoTcrnrriej 
is the Rea Army. 


The old: Russian ai'Biy ceased to exist from the date of the 
ignominious Peace of Brest-Litovsk, the 4th of March 1918. 

The soldiers, demoralized and stirred, up hy propaganda, dis¬ 
persed to their homes, The SoTiet Government was left ?/ithout 
regulai* troops and had to rely on volimtary aetacliments of 
communistic workmen, soldiers and Lettish mercenaries. Since 
the first days of the October Revoltition of 1917 these gdings 
of armed out-laws and robbers were JoiomTa by the proud, name of 
the Red Omard. The old Army, dwindling clown to one tMrfi of 
its original strength continued to stand, on the front until ,1 
the peace was signed 

In April, 1918 the Council of people's Commissars was con¬ 
fronted with the immediate necessitjr of regulating the army 
question. In principle it was decided to establish a nev/ 
gular array of volunteers using the Red Guar cl as a nucleus. 


Recruitinp: officers were established and a propaganda csmpaign 
wa.s organized. 


Disregarding, however, all the advantages offered to sol¬ 
diers of the Reel Army, the ranks filled very slowly. Those 
that enlisted consisted i-rincipally of the refuse of society 
and criminal elements inctqoable of any constructive work. 

While the attitude of the peasantry - anticipated as the prin¬ 
cipal aoixrce of volunteers - ws.b not only not friendly but hos 
tile, the four yea.TS of war caused too great an exhaustion and 
the behaviour of the ill-fej';ed Red Caiarcl was still too fresh 
in their minds. 'Phe result of this was that in August the 
aovlet Goverriiiient b&xi itself obliged to abandon the idea, of a 

to proclaim a po.rtial mobilization. 


volunteer artw and 


The problem of providing for the xteo Army a coramanding 
itaff was settled witlr'htill greater ease; former officers wlio 


had been deflnitelj?- discharged 


:roffi military service throu.ah 


the demobilization, wore not 
submitted to a syB.tem of tl 


made subject to reg;istration, wer' 


reats 

civilimi rig'hts emfl finally were 
the Red Army' by means 0 ; 


and of outran infg all their 
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I’he main force of Soviet troops^ 
I’he failiu-e of Admiral Zoltchak's’ 
summer Gampsdgn, made it posBihle 


Army in the heglnning of the 

for the Bed Army to coiiBider the Siberian front of secondary 
importance tiiicl to strengthen their Southern and Horth-Western 
groups. In the beginning of the summer the P:ed Arniy faced a 
vary serious situation, as the Ifhites were threatening Petro- 
grad ojid Itoscow. In view of this the chief command of the Bed 
Army was forced to adopt the strongest measures, a complete 
mobiliaation and to suffer collosa.1 smcrifices in order to^Jceej:' 
the Soviet power from a complete collapse. 
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corfU'.nt. . T,s in the Eed Army is comprised oT" 

'■'-'r ■ > 1 ■-u:' mahirity of these contjrrae to be 

I 10 Ix iripatiiies, but ai’e kept in the roriks, 

1; ■ ■ read of Bolslievik terror, as every- 
’.'LL.hi :‘iction is imme cl lately arrested, on 
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terror is kept 
formation either 
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protection of the interests of the Soviet Government, espeoiall; 
since the recent ahollslinont in the formations of the special 
commissars who iorinerlj' directls?- controlled the actions of the 
commanding staff. The obedient tool that they have in their 
hands to punish every treachery to Bolshevik interests are the• 
Chinamen . The la,tter s.re serving in the Red Armjr in a fairly 
large number said are excellently adapted for the part of exe¬ 
cutioners. Being: free of any human feelings in consequence of 
their larx of civiligation, they represent a secure support of 
the Soviet Government which is driving its mobilisecl masses 
against the ’.'ftiites by means of executions and an additional 
piece of bread. 

Goramanding Staff. 

This is subdivided into two parts; officers of the old 
Army and instructors of the Bolshevik period - graduates of 
military schools. In exceptional cases these two groups are 
supplemented by that of soldiers-ooimnunists promoted to com¬ 
manding officers. In the ■be( 2 :imiing, old officers who joined 
the arm.v voluntarily or ?xere mobilised were regarded by the 
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jj;s suspicion and as an mireliable elcc'icr.l \"h:;'c 

-i < ' was a disagreeable neocssitv. Ihoj' were to > r-' 

■ - I'' 'i , praaiiates of military schools. But the eo , 1'wL- -ii — 

eiiiciency of the latter has made the Eolslievilro co i o .,1're 
witli the presence, in the Red Array of £t, "oouriter-rcTuliitiorjaip; " 
element, hesertions in masses of the officers into tlio ':nh tc 
troops only increasea the control of the Commissars and cairsccl 
serere perBecntions against the families of the officers. 

Howerer, owing to big successes achieved by the Red Army, the 
attitude towards the officers has recentljr changed considerably. 
These successes a-ttributed to a certain extent to the "loyalty” 
of the Red officers to Soviet Russia and to their "conscientious" 
execution of duties, have decreased to a consideraldle degree the 
CoHimjssars and have Increasea to the inaxirnnm the power of the 
Commanding Staff. In reality the whole of the officers corps, 
ivith perhaps a very few exceptions, are far from Bolshevik 
sympathies. But the system of the oyrite merciless teri'or which 
does not sp£ire even innocent children and wives of officers keep 
them in the raiaks of the feed Army. Rverjf former ofj'iera' enlist¬ 
ing into the Arm;/ is obliged to urounco detailed information ro,-,- 


yarding his family and the latter’ 
suspicion of xnifeithfulness to the 
feinily of the officers to t> 
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The suprome conmianG of the Roc Ar;;.^; , rfgirf-DcAleo 
lAlitar; ooction of the -soviet ox rcopl:.-': ComLji scare 
"leader by Trotfley hac found the orgxinioir,.; and ;:tiu-t'.p. 
of tliG former officers of the ''"ennral ftaif iie nff i ■..•1 o 
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Oureany '0 influences l:)eca'':c iiOl;it:eable at once; the Red 
^rmy will not only retain itc iireenent rniju'bers but vh.i] he Rt 
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force vh.th wliich Wester 
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Pygaaizatlons. 

21ie highest tactical imit in the Red Array is the 
diTTis'ioxi". Its actual corapoBitlon differs entirely from the ^ 
originaj plan of formation. According to the latter a -rifle 
division should consist of; (1) rifle regiments, (2) 1 cavalry 
regiment, (3) 1 field artillery brigade, (4) one heavy artillers^' 
aetachment, (5) 1 ongineoriiig battaiioii; to this was further 
added all the auxiliary uuItE wliioh m^ere formerly attached to 


wie ^rmy (;oi 


the staff o: 
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{a) . Infaiitry, A rifle ropiiaent is composed of 3 battalions 
each battalion of 3 companies, each coispaaiy has 120 bayonets 
4 platoons, each of 4 sections. In addition to that every regi¬ 
ment has: 

(1) , One machine gun detachment (number of machine guns has 
not been ascertt.ined) , these have been established iuct recent¬ 
ly, formerly the jjiachiiie guns nere attached to the companies. 

The majoritjr of machine gunners are Chinamen. 

(2) . One Liaison detachment. 

(3) . One non-combatant company. 

2he niimber of men in a rifle regiment averages thus 1200-1500. 


(b). Cavalry, Contrary to the. original plan, ca%Uilry is not 
inolxxdetl in a division tuit is subordinated directly to tlie Army 
staffs, llie regiments with a few exception%^re not ignited in 
brigades or divisions but act independently^ *'fhe proportion of 
cavalry is %^ery Email owing to clifficuity oi^providing fodder 
and frequent epidemics among'st the horses. A cavalry regiment 
consists of 4 squadrons esich of 120 men; in addition there is 
one mounted machine gun detachment oriel a liaison detachment - 
In all 600 riders. 


(c). Artillery, Liglit field four cun 
eluded in a brigade. OIhe highest tactical 
battery which is detailed by orders of* the 


batteries are not in- 
unit is apparcntlsc a 
staff of a division 
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cooiptiriPun to the nnflierical strength of the Seel yrijiy h€.s heen 
uhserroc ; this is protahly due to the large nnjimers of giiiis in 
a cod >ondltioii which .remained oyer from the olo array. 

(a). Bngineer troops, nin engineer battalion attached to a 
division oonslsts of::' B oompanieB of sappers and one teclniical 
company, Sapper oompaities Tnave .the same orgsiilaEtion as those 
of the infantry;; technical coEipanies are composed of tlie follow¬ 
ing fomr parts: (1) felegraph, (2) Mine, (3) Hoad ana bridge, 
and (4) Searchlight,. Ihere is an abundance of engineering egnlp- 
ment fotmd in the stores of the old army. 

fortlflcations : Since July there has been observed the erection 
of field fort if ications bxit of the most primitive type; trenches 
of simple profile and one row of wire. Apparently the Bolshevila 
have recogniaed the advantage of trench ?mr., This is also con¬ 
firmed by the fact of increased formation of engineering and 
auxiliary troops reported during the seme period, 

(e). Aviation. Aviation is divided into 2 parts*. (1) that 
of the front, and,(2) of the rear. 

(1) Aviation at the front. Each front has its ovn organi¬ 
zations and command, which dispose over a total of 68 sqiiadrons. 


1) iteoonnalssance 

sqxTadrons 

42 

fi 1 

2) Fighting 


21 

3) Artillerj^ fight 
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1 1 ! 

4) Photographical 
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imoTO about 

their 

distribution 


XY Army: Reconnaissance squadrons ##8,17,21,38; 

HI ” % ” " a 9,10,11,12; (Petrograd group) 

Southern front: Artillery squadrons ## 2,3, 

The number of aeroplanes in each squadron is unknown. 

(2). Aviation in the rear. The command is centralized at 
Moscow, and is headed by the former aviation officer. Colonel 
Torotnikoff. 

(a) Factories, One in Moscov;, Turnover 4-5 aeroplanes 

per month, 

(b) stores, In Moscow, Staraja Fa^ssa and tliehny-Ilovgorod. 
fo) Parks, In diHolensk, Brjanek, Moscow, Macen, iGtroyrad, 

Samar and o'ne at the northern front. 

The park at Smolansk includes large work-shops, 
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rifles for new formations and for schools, phe training 
latter is condtiotefl with wooden models. In vieiv of in- 
stiffieiency of rifles s special oanmiBsion mras formed for- the- 
pirrpose of cearuliing the population for concealed rifles. 
Ca.rtrldges are handed over in various quantitieB. iiocording to 
regulations each soldier should have 120-160 oai'trifiges. 
Gerierally feipealcing, there is a deficiency of 40 per cent of the 
requlrementE of ammunition. An order issued in the 7th Army " 

emphasi^ee the necessity of great care in expending amBaiiiition. 
Eie deficiency is increased owing to repeated strihes in one of 
the main factories supplying the army £md to the coraplete hreak- 
down of the transport. Railways have lost 80 per cent of their 
hauling capacity owing to the overwhelming number of demaged 
locomotives and to lack of coal. 


y a large number of armoured trains and automobiles 


have been observed. During the battles at petrograd there mere 
simultaneously in -action 7 £.rmoured trains end 11 armoured 
automobiles. 
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Morale. 



As mentioned above an overwhelming majority of mobilirged 
soldiers have no desire to fight. The objects pursued b 3 .’' the 
eomrmmists in driving them into civil war are not understood by 
them. But all attempts to go over, to the 'iSliites are severely 


pxuiished, although the central committee of the partj/ I 
that executions are performed not as a penalty but are 
in order to pro3.aote union in the party. 


las stated 
necessary 


The majoritj?- of mobilised soldiers have only one desire - 
to return home as quickly as possible. Those that would have 
liked to go over to the Whites' for the purpose of fighting the 
Bolsheviks are held back by machine guns manned bjj communistB 
and Chinainen. 'However, dlBregarding all the terror and' re¬ 
pressions, the summer campaign was signified by the Reds going 
over to the Mhitea en masse. As regards the officers - they 
are kept back by the tlireat of being arrested exxd their fai^jlie 
shot. 
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J’Ms is in a,most pitiful state. There is a great fte-h 
ficiency in medioal p>ersonnel end practically a coLiplote iaefc 
of medical supplies. BTen in P8troe;rad there is no cotton, 
wool and iodine. Bandages are nsec over and over again. 
Spidemics. are ravaging terrihly. 

^10) Propa ganda. 
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Kie final goe.l of BolPlievisni is the world revolution,' 

order to achieve this the Council of People’s Commiesars is 
conducting a steady propaganda in all parts of the world, 
SiiTiUltaneously the Bolsheviks have the object to completely 
stroy every obstacle in the way of the final victory of com 


the only danger are the Russian 
the object of the Red ilrmxr. 

Old 


rnunistie ideas, fiie nearest ana 
Vfliite troops. To destroy them if 

The border states which have sprung up on the debris of the 
Phassian State and which now act as a barrier betw/een Soviet 
Russia and Western Europe are doomed to the same fate. The de¬ 
struction of this barrier is not less important to the Bol¬ 
sheviks than the destruction of the ’/i/hites. Of all the new 
states, Pinland and Poland are considered the^most dangerous. 


In the spring the Reds are planning a conquest of those 
states and are now preparing an advance against them for which 
purpose it is projected to organize an ariny of 60,000 men. 


The world victory of communism is a question of life and 
death for Council of people's Commissars. Their faithful ally 
in this lindertaking is the Red Army and for this reason no ef¬ 
forts are spared to strengthen the latter force and to increase 
to a maximum its fighting capacity. 
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